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Lower Delmarva Important Bird Area 
Fact Sheet 
 
Location:  Northampton County 
Total Size: 9,997 ha (24,693 acres) 
Elevation: 0-19.5 m (0-64.0feet) 
 
Site Description:  The Delmarva Peninsula separates the Atlantic Ocean and the 
Chesapeake Bay.  The last 100 km of the peninsula form a narrow land mass averaging 
10 km in width but narrowing toward the southern tip where it forms the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  The lower Delmarva landscape is highly dissected and dominated by 
agricultural fields.  Forest tracts are generally small and isolated with mixed vegetation.  
The exceptions to this pattern are the forested corridors along the bayside and seaside 
margins.  Although the Delmarva landscape was stable for more than a century, 
demand for land has greatly increased in the last decade leading to a rapid shift toward 
residential development.   
 
Protection:  A modest but strategic percentage of the lower Delmarva is owned and 
protected to meet various conservation objectives including providing habitat for migrant 
birds.  The Eastern Shore of Virginia National Wildlife Refuge is strategically positioned 
at the tip of the peninsula and includes significant maritime forest and open habitats.  
Kiptopeke State Park is strategically located along the Bay-side edge of the peninsula 
and includes the most significant stopover habitat for passerines known on the 
peninsula.  The Nature Conservancy and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries hold several key parcels of land within the area.  Acquisition of parcels 
demonstrated to be important to migrants is a continuing goal of a consortium of land-
based agencies and conservation organizations.  
 
Birds:  Due to its orientation and geographic 
position, the lower Delmarva Peninsula represents 
a significant bottleneck for birds migrating along 
the Atlantic Coast during the fall months.  Large 
numbers of migrants that reach the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay in the early morning hours “fall 
out” and utilize habitats near the southern tip of the 
peninsula.  The area is particularly important for 
passerines that breed in northeastern North 
America and winter in the Caribbean but also 
important for temperate migrants that winter in the southeastern United States.  An 
estimated 10 million passerines and 80,000 diurnal raptors migrate through this area 
between August and December including many species of conservation concern. 
 
Conservation and Threats:  The single greatest threat to this area is the ongoing 
conversion of habitat to residential and commercial development.  In the past decade, 
interest in the area from developers and potential homeowners has greatly increased, 
leading to a sharp rise in land valuations.  Most of the privately owned land along the 
bayside has been subdivided for development for a period of 15 years or more.  Much 
of the inland parcels have been subdivided in more recent years.  Recent investments 
in residential development suggest that the area is nearing a sea change in habitat loss.  

Black-throated Blue Warbler 
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Other significant threats include the various factors (deer overpopulation, clearing for 
land sale or development, overstocked pine plantations that lead to canopy closure) that 
contribute to understory loss.  Several research projects over the past 20 years have 
focused on the distribution and habitat needs of migrants within this area.  Current 
conservation efforts are focused on acquisition of strategic parcels and subsequent 
habitat improvement.       


